Caring For God’s Creation Steering Group Statement of Purpose

Purpose of the group

As Christians, we are increasingly aware of the damage being done to our world as a result of
the climate and environmental crisis. Therefore the Caring for God’s Creation Steering
Group was formed by Rev. Dr. James Clarke in October 2019, following a well-attended
church-wide consultation exploring what we as individuals, as a church and as a community
could do to be responsible stewards of God’s creation, and to address the climate crisis.

The purpose of the steering group is to direct activities that inspire people to take action by
giving them information and leading by example, and to serve as a link with the church
leadership in considering implications for church policy that have a care of creation dimension.

This purpose is achieved in the following ways:
a) Raising awareness of the issues involved in the climate crisis by:

i)  Promoting understanding of the Bible’s teaching on the stewardship of God’s
creation and its connection with promoting justice and love.

i)  Communicating how we have already exploited creation, causing a disastrous
impact on many of our poorer global neighbours.

iii)  Holding events that provide information, inspire action and raise up prayer.

iv)  Collaborating with the wider community by sharing the Bible’s teaching on
caring for creation, promoting church resources to assist personal action, and
strengthening links with local environmental action groups.

b) Encouraging families and individuals to be good stewards of creation by:

i)  Encouraging people to advocate to local and national governments on issues
that would create positive change in environmental issues.
i)  Inspiring families and individuals to take practical actions that could reduce
their environmental footprint.
i)  Creating a wider Caring for God's Creation group with a fluid membership
building awareness and participation of those interested in climate issues.

c) Proposing to the PCC ways in which the church can play its part in caring for God’s
creation by:

i)  Ensuring the PCC have a clear picture of the environmental footprint of the
church assets, policies and activities, and recommending actions that can be
taken to reduce this.

i)  Updating the PCC on the recommended actions of the Church of England
around the climate crisis.

iii)  Updating the PCC on the activities of the Caring for God’s Creation group.



Theology and Position of the Church of England:

God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them, reflecting our nature. So
they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the cattle, And, yes, Earth
itself, and every animal that moves on the face of Earth.”

God created human beings ... God blessed them: “Prosper! ... Be responsible for fish in the
sea and birds in the air, for every living thing that moves on the face of Earth.”(Genesis 1:26-
28 - The Message)

Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself.”” (Matthew 22:37-39 - NIV)

"Reducing the causes of climate change is essential to the life of faith. It is a way to love our
neighbour and to steward the gift of creation.” Archbishop Justin Welby

The environment is God’s gift to everyone, and all life exists in an intimate, mutually
supporting relationship sustained by and reflective of God’s love. Therefore we believe that
responding to climate change is an essential part of our responsibility to be good stewards of
God's creation, to include all beings and the natural environment.

We have a responsibility towards each other and to the whole global community of living
creatures, to care for and protect the environment on which all life and wellbeing depends.
We cannot think of ourselves as isolated from others or from creation.

The current action of human beings is placing the whole community in peril. Our impact on
the planet is reducing biodiversity, changing the climate, and polluting the earth. Around the
world, climate change is already creating food shortages and malnutrition, causing social
vulnerability and refugees, and disrupting peace and security.

In response to this peril, we are striving to follow Jesus’s law of love by reducing our
contribution to the environmental damage which harms our neighbours and ourselves, and
by more proactively caring for God’s creation.

Therefore All Saints has built its objectives for the Caring for God’s Creation group around
this motivation to respond as a church and as individuals. This is in line with the
encouragement also given to local churches from the Church of England:

The Church of England aims for all parts of the church to work to become carbon ‘net zero’
by 2030 - CofE Environment Programme Infographic

Chichester Diocese has committed to becoming an Eco Diocese, working to understand and
then reduce or eliminate the harmful environmental footprint of their buildings, land and
activities, and supporting and encouraging parish churches to become Eco Churches.

' The majority of the wording for this section is taken directly from the Chichester Diocese
environment web page.
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