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Westley Group casts first complete ring
by Jacqui Allen & the Lindfield ringers

=

All Saints, Lindfield, West Sussex (8, 9-2-15 in G#)

The Duke, The Queen and me

In 2007 my youngest son announced that
the new skill he wanted to learn as part of his
Duke of Edinburgh award was bell ringing.
Where did that come from? It turned out that
one of his fellow pupils had opened his eyes
to the opportunity of earning a bit of money
ringing for weddings.

I contacted the Tower Captain and so my
son began his training as a bell ringer. I was
encouraged to stay and watch the training.
This was followed by “and while you are here
you might as well have a go yourself”.

Church re-order leads to new bell order

Fast forward ten years and I was in the
same ringing band at All Saints’ Lindfield and
my son had long since left home. The church
initiated a large re-ordering project, pews being
replaced by chairs, and the uneven flooring
replaced with new stone tiles complete with
underfloor heating. The opportunity was taken



134 — The Ringing World

7 February 2020

Founded by John Sparkes Goldsmith
Proprietor and Editor from 1911 until 1942

Editor and Manager: William T Bosworth
editor@ringingworld.co.uk

Email addresses - editorial & production -
please see beneath relevant section headers
for letters, peals, quarter peals and Around &
About. For all other copy submissions please
use the Editor’s email address as above.
35A High Street, Andover, Hampshire, SP10 1LJ
Telephone: 01264 366 620 Fax: 01264 360 594
The RW administrative office is normally open:
9.30am - 4.30pm Mon, Tue, Thu and Fri.
The office is closed on Wednesdays
Visitors to the RW office MUST telephone
and make an appointment well ahead please.
Email addresses — administrative support:
subs@ringingworld.co.uk (subscriptions)
notices @ringingworld.co.uk (advertising)
admin@ringingworld.co.uk (other enquiries)

SUBSCRIPTIONS (2020)
PAYABLE BY DIRECT DEBIT, CHEQUE,
BACS OR PAYPAL

Online-only, 12 months £59.00

Postal (to UK), one copy, 3 months £26.50

Postal (to UK), one copy, 6 months £47.00

Postal (to UK), one copy, 12 months  £85.00
Overseas postal

Western Europe inc. Eire (Air Mail)  £129.00

Rest of World (Air Mail) £140.00

Remittances, payable to The Ringing World,
should be addressed to the RW office.
The Ringing World Bankers: CAF Bank
Sort Code 40-52-40. Account No. 00095085

Copyright

Registered as a newspaper at the Post Office.
Published by The Ringing World Ltd. © The
Ringing World Ltd. 2020. All Rights Reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced
in any form or by any means (except for non-
commercial uses permitted by copyright law)
without the prior written permission of the
publisher. For permission, write to the publisher
at the office address below. Photographs and
manuscripts submitted to the newspaper are lent
at the owner’s risk; neither the publisher nor its
agents accept liability for any loss or damage.

The Ringing World Limited

Registered Office:
35A High Street, Andover, Hampshire, SP10 1LJ

Directors:
D W Grimwood
(Chairman, dwgrimwood @gmail.com),
D G Davis, G R D Lay,
C F Roulstone, D L Smith,
R A Smith, R J Wallis
Company Secretary:

Claire F Roulstone, 3 Stocks Farm Cottages,
The Street, Bramley, Hampshire, RG26 5BP
companysecretary @ringingworld.co.uk
Registered in England Co. Number 1722963
Registered as a Charity in London under No.287182

Postal subscribers receive this
Ringing World in a
100% biodegradable,
fully compostable wrapper
which can be disposed of by home
composting or through local authority
food waste recycling.
It is not suitable for plastic recycling.

Mark Walker from Whites
of Appleton writes:

“These bells are of particular
interest as they are the first
complete ring from Westleys. They
were also cast using more modern
techniques, such as bottom fed
pouring to reduce turbulence and
air inclusion. The resulting metal
quality is notably cleaner and
they were a delight to tune”.

to replace the ring, which had been exhibiting
steady deterioration. So, the bell and clock
project was formed under the direction of
our Tower Captain, Richard Hutchings, who
master-minded all the negotiations within the
project working alongside a member of All
Saints’ PCC.

The ancient Lindfield bells reach the end
of their life

All Saints’ stands at the top of a picturesque
High Street in the village of Lindfield,
adjacent to Haywards Heath in Mid-Sussex.
Prior to 1887 its slender thirteenth century
tower contained five bells, dating between
1573 and 1682, with weights ranging from
7Tcwt to 16cwt. They were rung from the
church floor.

In 1887 John Taylor & Co. retuned the old
bells and cast four new bells, consisting of
three trebles plus an oversized replacement
tenor, weighing 21cwt. These bells were
hung to commemorate the occasion of Queen
Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. At the time,
Taylors were experimenting with bell designs
and the new treble bells were slightly taller
than customary. Eight bells of this weight
would not fit on a single level, so a two-tier
oak and cast-iron frame was fitted, with the
1, 2, and 4 housed on the upper level. The
1573 tenor became an hour bell. A ringing
room was constructed, accessed by a steep
seventeen-step staircase. The result of all
this activity was an eight-bell ring spanning
an octave in pitch, and almost three hundred
years in time. However, they had questionable
harmonic qualities, and a huge mismatch in

weight between the 12cwt seventh and 21cwt
tenor bells.

By the time the Victorian bells reached their
centenary in 1987, it was becoming evident
to the Lindfield ringers that the useful life of
the ring was nearing an end. The bells were
becoming harder to ring. In particular, the
tenor was hard to raise or to ring for longer
touches, and all were ‘odd-struck’ to some
degree. Nevertheless, in February 2002 a peal
of Oxford Bob Triples was rung on the day
of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee — the 50th and
final peal on these bells.

The oldest bells were listed as worthy of
preservation and so had to be retained as part
of the project. They would eventually be hung
dead in the base of the spire, two of which
were to be used for the clock quarters. The
Victorian bells were disposed of.

Whitechapel closes, Whites step in

Whitechapel Bell Foundry was selected to
undertake the work to produce a new set of
bells similar to those mounted on the Herald
Barge for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee River
Pageant in 2012 and now hung in St James,
Garlickhythe, London.

Two generous legacies helped with the
fundraising. The approvals process was
protracted, and before the final agreement was
obtained Whitechapel announced its closure.
Whites of Appleton were subsequently
selected as the contractors.

In order to minimise the costs of replacing
the bells it was agreed that as many as
possible of the Lindfield bell ringers would
be on site to support the removal of the old
bells and the installation of the new. I will
give most things a go, so signed up without
realising quite what I was letting myself in for.

Finally, we could start the preparatory
work in advance of the arrival of Whites of
Appleton, who were to remove the bells and
their frames. This initial work removed the
ropes, wheels, clappers, stays and sliders. The
wheels were sold to assist the funds.

Removal not without its
dramatic moments

On 28th November 2018, assisted by
Lindfield ringers, Whites started to remove the

The old bells leaving the church
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The Queen Elizabeth Il Bells
Bell Founder Year Note l?iisgzeetse)r Cwt QVZerths Pounds
1 Westley Group 2019 G# 2316 3 2 2
2 Westley Group 2019 F## 245 3 2 11
3 Westley Group 2019 E# 25%s 3 2 12
4 Westley Group 2019 D# 26%s 3 3 15
5 Westley Group 2019 C# 287% 4 3 3
6 Westley Group 2019 B# 30% 5 1 18
7 Westley Group 2019 A# 33%s 7 0 9
8 Westley Group 2019 G# 37%s6 9 2 15

old bells, excluding the 1573 tenor; this took
two days. Cramped working conditions meant
that some bells had to be transferred between
four block-and-tackle hoists before reaching
the church floor. Several cast-iron A-frames,
weighing up to 7 cwt, were also removed. As
these would not fit through the church door,
they were broken up on site. On 6th December
the eight bells were transported to Whites’
workshop in Oxfordshire. The remnants of the
old frame were removed in January 2019 and
also broken up.

This was where I fitted in. The majority of
the heavy dismantling was undertaken by the
Whites team of Graham, James and John who
were supported by Richard, Gordon, Bob,
Michael and Patsy from the ringing band. The
job Sarah and I had was to guide everything
so that they ended up safely on the floor
of the church without damaging any of the
surrounding decorations. It was not without its
dramatic moments!

The bells were hoisted onto a flat-bed lorry
for transport to Whites workshop in Appleton.

This was a big event for the village.
Children from a nearby nursery came to

watch the bells being loaded onto the lorry
and subsequent departure. The local village
magazine, Lindfield Life, featured an article
on the removal of the bells. There were many
cameras that recorded the event.

Westley’s first complete ring

Although Whites of Appleton were
managing the process, our new bells were
cast by the Westley Group of Stoke-on-Trent.
Importantly, this was to be the first complete
ring of bells that Westley cast.

The new bells were cast between February
and March 2019 and taken to Appleton for
tuning by Whites. They are rather smaller
than the old bells, which enables them to fit
into the tower on one level. The size of the
new fifth, sixth and seventh bells is similar
to the old trebles given by Charles Kempe.
Consequently, they are regarded as recasts of
these bells and bear Kempe’s wheatsheaf logo.

Each bell contains its number above the
waist wires, a decorative frieze of vine leaves,
and bears the names of Whites of Appleton
and Westley Group.

Editorial

It has been some wait since the casting of
their first bell in November 2017 for the first
complete ring of bells to be cast by Westley
Group, but the feedback from Whites and
the Lindfield band is high praise.

Single Oxford Bob Triples remains,
according to the number of performances on
BellBoard, the fourth most popular triples
method after Grandsire, Plain Bob and
Stedman. Yet, as with doubles variations, it
does not appear to be standard repertoire in
many towers that can ring more complicated
methods. We hope Richard Pullin's
enthusiastic introduction helps those bands
wishing to try it.

Enthusiasm aplenty is also found in
Catherine White-Horne's 2019 update
from Let's Ring! And on the back page, we
have a another double dose — of youthful
enthusiasm, and ...

See a ringing term you don‘t understand?
Over 800 words and phrases explained at
jaharrison.me.uk/
Ringing/Glossary
or
https://rwrld.uk/i45u
This online resource is based on the
comprehensive glossary in John Harrison’s
The Tower Handbook,
written for CC Publications
in the 1990s, plus later additions.

Available from cccbr.org.uk/shop

Inscriptions on the Queen Elizabeth Il bells

IN MEMORY OF
BRENDA DART
1938-2016
FAITHFUL RINGER AND TOWER SECRETARY
I SHALL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD FOREVER

THE GIFT OF THE PEOPLE OF LINDFIELD
PRAISE HIM UPON THE WELL-TUNED CYMBALS

THE RINGERS’ BELL
PRAISE HIM UPON THE LOUD CYMBALS
CLARE*GORDON<*JACQUI*JONATHAN*MICHAEL ¢
PATSY *RICHARD *ROBERT*SARAH ¢

OUR MOUTHS SHALL SHEW FORTH THY PRAISE
IN MEMORY OF
QUENTIN RICHARD VAUGHAN MORRIS
4 DEO GRATIAS
A.D. 2015
DIM*TIM*+tRGM*FMA +BCM*KJS*GPM*DEM ¢
HEVD<IRM*NSM+*BRHM+*BWM+*RCEBM ¢

1887: CELEBRATING THE 50TH YEAR OF QUEEN VICTORIA’S REIGN
[Kempe’s wheatsheaf]
RECAST

QUEEN ELIZABETH II
8 REJOICING IN THE 68TH YEAR OF HER REIGN
2019
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Bell 2 being cast at Meighs & Westleys

By this stage Whites had constructed the
ringing frame. They welcomed visitors from
All Saints’ Lindfield to view the bells mounted
in the frame as they would later be installed
in the tower. Some of us have subsequently
viewed them in situ, but for others it was a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Whites put
on a good tour of their facilities providing a
history of the company and the challenges the
21st century brings.

Installation of the new bells

In April, two new bell frames of galvanised
steel were constructed in the tower, and the
four historic bells rehung in the upper one.
When the new bells were delivered on Friday
3rd May 2019, there was again considerable
interest and local nursery children watched
the new set of bells being unloaded from the
lorry and manoeuvred up the path and into the
church building.

They were on display inside the church
all weekend and attracted many visitors. On

Treble reverse prior to fettling

The 7th on the tuning machine at Whites

Saturday 4th May a service of dedication of
the Queen Elizabeth II Bells was held before
their installation the following week.

BBC South East Today reported on the
project as the bells were being installed in the
lower frame. We had to wait for the builders
to finish their work in the tower before we
could ring them or even fit the ropes.

Whites returned to make final adjustments
with a test ring on 9th July. The bells now ring
twice each Sunday. Handling the bells is much
easier than before, particularly with regard to
the striking.
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Bell 2, the gift of the people of Lindfield
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this process; a once-in-a-lifetime experience. We
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For more information on this process please
see our Facebook page “Lindfield Bells”.
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